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Institutional frames 
Compared to other countries, the historical sub-discipline East European History is quite well 
represented in German academic institutions, certainly due also to the federal structures in 
education on all levels. Departments or chairs for East European History exist at most 
universities in Germany as well as in Austria and Switzerland. But each of them specializes in 
certain fields, depending on the tradition of the chair and/or the actual interests of the members 
of the staff. So the history of Muscovy may play a certain role in teaching and research in many 
places, but only in few places it is permanently in the center of interest.  
 
Notwithstanding moments of cooperation and similar interests everywhere we find a clear 
distinction between chairs for East European history and for Slavic philology.  
 
Moreover, we have to take into account that following the German academic tradition the 
‘Habilitationsschrift’ or at least another “second book” should be devoted to a topic which is 
not too closely related or is even quite distinct from the topic of the dissertation. So, many of 
those who have contributed to the historiography on Muscovy during the last decades, are or 
were as much or even more engaged in other fields of research within the large diapason of East 
European History. 
 
Beside the universities we should mention the ‘Leibniz-Institut für Ost- und 
Südosteuropaforschung’ (IOS) at Regensburg as relevant for historiography on Muscovy. It 
was established in 2012 when the ‘Osteuropa-Institut’ and the ‘Südost-Institut’ were united and 
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transferred from Munich to Regensburg.1 During the 1990’s and finishing in 2006-07 the 
Osteuropa-Institut created out of the archive of Erik Amburger on foreigners in 
prerevolutionary Russia an online accessible database which to a small extent refers also to the 
17th century. The IOS publishes four scientific journals, among them ‘Jahrbücher für 
Geschichte Osteuropas’, and is one of the partners, which cooperate in the maintenance of the 
research portal www.osmikon.de.  
 
My presentation of the historiography on Muscovy in Germany, Austria and Switzerland in the 
period from 2000 until 2021 relies on a bibliographical database which I composed while just 
remembering names and books, while looking through personal publication lists and collective 
monographs, while browsing the online portal www.osmikon.de, electronic library catalogues 
etc. In combination with the other actual contributions in RussianStudies.hu the bibliography at 
the end of this article may serve as an aid for future research. At the same time, it is a mirror of 
conditions and tendencies during the last two decades.  These will become even more obvious 
after the look by the reader at the various figures which I shall present below, and which were 
all extracted from the database. 
 
Whose contributions are included in the bibliography?  
Since the German speaking historiography in Germany, Austria and Switzerland forms one, 
multiply entangled discourse group, it would not be reasonable to make a distinction between 
German, Austrian and Swiss historiography on Muscovy. The bibliography includes all those 
who have made a smaller or larger contribution to the historiographical discourse on Muscovy 
under any aspect and who are (or were) affiliated with a university or a research institute in 
Germany, Austria and Switzerland during these decades or who work there as independent 
scholars. I have made two exceptions. Despite his affiliation with the Sorbonne in Paris, but 
due to parts of his academic career, I have included the numerous publications by Aleksandr 
Lavrov in German. I have also included all relevant publications, many of them in German, by 
Alfons Brüning, formerly at Berlin and Münster, since 2007 at the Institute for Eastern Christian 
Studies at Nijmegen / Netherlands. Of course co-editors and co-authors from other countries 
 
1 For the history of the sub-discipline “Osteuropäische Geschichte” until about 2005 cf. the volumes by ERWIN 
OBERLÄNDER (ed.), Geschichte Osteuropas: zur Entwicklung einer historischen Disziplin in Deutschland, 
Österreich und der Schweiz 1945-1999 (Stuttgart: Steiner 1992) (=Quellen und Studien zur Geschichte des 
östlichen Europa 35); DITTMAR DAHLMANN (ed.), Hundert Jahre Osteuropäische Geschichte. Vergangenheit, 
Gegenwart und Zukunft (Stuttgart: Steiner 2005) (=Quellen und Studien zur Geschichte des östlichen Europa 68). 
– For an actual list of chairs and research institutes cf. the website of the VOH, ‘Verband der 




are registered within the corresponding entry of the bibliography beside their partners from 
Germany, Austria or Switzerland, but no special entry is devoted to them.  
 
As for the chronological frames, I have additionally included the last monograph by Gabriele 
Scheidegger (Zürich; † 2007) from 1999, and two articles of mine which appeared at the 
beginning of 2021. 
 
In former times, approximately until the last decade of the 20th century, the historians in 
Germany, Austria, and Switzerland working on the era of Muscovy as well as on the earlier 
periods beginning from Kievan Rus’ regarded themselves as the group of ‘Altrussland-
Historiker’, specialists in Old Russian history. At that time also historiography about the Kievan 
Rus’ and the period between the Mongol raids and the consolidation of the Muscovite state was 
still quite productive. While the second period would be still pretty well represented in a 
corresponding bibliography, from 2000 onward, the period of Kievan Rus’ has undoubtedly 
lost importance as object of research. Nevertheless, some among the authors in the present 
bibliography, including myself, have occasionally turned to the Kievan period, too. The oeuvre 
of the late law historian Günter Baranowski († 2018) includes also a volume of detailed 
comments on the Russkaia Pravda from 2005. And two well-known German specialists in ‘Old 
Russian history’, Christian Lübke (Leipzig) and Eduard Mühle (Münster), do not appear in the 
bibliography because their contributions refer exclusively to the period of Kievan Rus’.  
This clearer distinction between the research profiles is on the one hand certainly due to a 
further specialization regrettably at the expense of Kievan Rus’, on the other hand it is caused 
by the changes on the mental map. Historians tend to be more skeptical about the assumption 
of a strong continuity between the periods of the Kievan Rus’ and Muscovy. 
 
Which contributions are included in the bibliography? 
The bibliography includes monographs, reference books, collective volumes, articles in 
journals and chapters in collective works, mostly conference volumes and Festschrifts. It does 
not register reviews and individual entries in reference works.  
 
I have taken account not only bibliographical units which are devoted exclusively to Muscovy, 
but also such units which beside the Muscovite period include other periods of the history of 
Russia too; this concerns especially overviews and reference books. On a synchronic level, also 
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research which refers to relations and interactions with other countries and states as well as 
comparative studies are taken into account.  
 
Special thematic issues within a year of a journal are not registered as special entries, only those 
articles which refer to Muscovy within the issue. The volumes of ‘Forschungen zur Ost-
europäischen Geschichte’ are treated not as numbers of a journal, but of a book series, i. e., 
collective volumes within that series as well as the relevant individual contributions within them 
appear as individual bibliographical units. 
 
According to the enumerated criteria to determine which researchers should be included in the 
bibliography, I did not register occasional publications in German by colleagues from other 
academic communities, mostly from Russia.  
 
As for the authors from Germany, Austria and Switzerland, I registered publications not only 
in German, but also in other languages, mostly in English or in Russian. Translations of 
monographs obtained an individual entry. The translation of an article or of a book chapter is 
noted immediately behind the entry without an own number.  
 
Finally, at the end of the entries of my relevant publications (after No. 221) I have included 
three online only accessible translations of sources from Old Russian in German, but because 
of their informal place of publication these translations are not numbered and do not appear in 
the statistics.  
 
Notwithstanding the circumstance that research about the neighboring countries is often under 
certain aspects relevant also for the history of Muscovy, I strictly keep to the territories of 
Muscovy during that period. So, publications which refer to the later periods of Novgorodian 
independence and to the integration in Muscovy in 1478, are taken into account. But the 
publications by Stephan Rohdewald and Kerstin Jobst on Polatsk in modern Belarus’ are not 
included in the bibliography, nor the monograph by Mathias Niendorf on Early Modern 
Lithuania. Nor did I register research exclusively about the Orthodox in Poland and Lithuania.  
 
I have not made a strict delimitation between history, Slavic philology, history of arts and 




Despite various cross verifications I almost certainly overlooked a number of bibliographic 
units, and I would be glad to be informed about these unintentional omissions. Yet still, it is 
improbable that any further completion of the bibliography would cause a change of my general 
conclusions about the historiography on Muscovy in Germany, Austria, and Switzerland since 
the turn of the millennium.  And the results of the following quantitative analysis of the 
database, upon which the bibliography relies, would hardly be affected. 
 
Quantitative evaluation 
The bibliography consists of 251 units, and additionally 15 references to co-authors or co-
editors, i. e. 266 entries, referring to 94 authors and editors, among them 29 females (30.9 %) 
and 65 males. While reckoning the number of publications of a person, I have included these 
publications twice in cases of co-authorship or co-editorship, as one of the publications by each.  




I was surprised how low the number of articles in journals is compared to book chapters. But it 
fits with the experience that for instance in the only German journal which concentrates on East 
European history, the ‘Jahrbücher für Geschichte Osteuropas’, the reader only very rarely finds 
articles on the history of Muscovy and premodern history of Eastern in general, be it by German, 
Austrian or Swiss authors (15 contributions between 2001 to 2017 in this bibliography), be it 
by authors from other countries. And this is certainly not due to strategies of the editorial board, 
but to the lack of submitted manuscripts to be reviewed.  
 
The much higher number of book chapters mainly results from the productive conference 
activities as places of scientific communication.  The invitation to participate itself serves as 
the impulse to define a special topic which fits with the broader frame topic of the conference, 
and to work out a paper for the oral presentation. Ultimately this paper appears as one the 
Type of bibliographical 
unit 
Number 
Articles in journals 45 
Book chapters 139 
Collective volumes  20 
Monographs 45 




chapters of the conference volume. A further factor which favors the share of book chapters 
consists in contributions to Festschrifts.  
 
Twelve collective monographs are based on papers of conferences, which were organized by 
German or Austrian specialists in East European history and refer completely or at least partly 
to the history of Muscovy. In all these publications authors from other countries including 
Russia also participated. Their contributions in principle appear in the corresponding articles in 
‘RussianStudies.hu’ about the various historiographies on Muscovy.  
 








Von Moskau nach St. Petersburg. Das Russische Reich 
im 17. Jahrhundert. 
Berlin 2000 226. 
450 Jahre Sigismund von Herbersteins „Rerum 
Moscoviticarum commentarii“. 
Münster 2002 83. 
Die Geschichte Russlands im 16. und 17. Jahrhundert 
aus der Perspektive seiner Regionen. 
Vienna 2004 90. 
Volksaufstände in Rußland. Von der Zeit der Wirren bis 
zur „Grünen Revolution“ gegen die Sowjetherrschaft. 
Heidelberg 2006 116. 
Religion und Integration im Moskauer Russland. 
Konzepte und Praktiken, Potentiale und Grenzen.  
14.-17. Jahrhundert. 
Kiel 2010 203. 
Bayern und Russland in vormoderner Zeit. 
Annäherungen bis in die Zeit Peters des Großen. 
München 2012 166. 
Eurasian Slavery, Ransom and Abolition in World 
History, 1500–1860. 
Aberdeen 2015 246. 






Die autokratische Herrschaft im Moskauer Reich in der 
‚Zeit der Wirren’ 1598-1613. 
Bonn 2019 34. 
Gerechtigkeit und gerechte Herrschaft vom 15. bis zum 
17. Jahrhundert.  
München 2020 137. 
 
The commemorative volume from 2001 for Hans-Joachim Torke (No. 233) who had died in 
2000, was originally intended to be a Festschrift. Three further Festschrifts were dedicated to 
colleagues whose major fields of interest included or include Muscovy, to Walter Leitsch 
(† 2010) from 2003, Andreas Kappeler from 2009 and Ludwig Steindorff from 2017 (No. 10, 
72, 225). The tables of contents of these books are somehow mirrors not only of the interests 
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of the jubilarians, but also of their academic networks. So, much more contributions to the 
commemorative volume for Torke and to the Festschrift for Leitsch had to be included in this 
bibliography. The contributions in the two volumes from 2009 and 2017 refer to a much larger 
extent to other regions and periods.  
 
Some essays in the collection of essays on the occasion of the exhibition Russen und Deutsche 
(No. 235) in 2012 were devoted to the Muscovite period. One collective volume is based on a 
series of lectures at Zürich on urban history in Eastern Europe (No. 57). Finally, a collection of 
articles by Stefan Troebst (No. 230) contains some relevant chapters.  
 
Among the 43 monographs are five general overviews of Russian history of various size and 
detailedness (No. 1, 39, 77, 126, 167). Other overviews concentrate on certain aspects: 
‘Russischer Alltag’ and ‘Russland. Eine Strukturgeschichte’ by Carsten Goehrke (No. 56, 59); 
the reedition of ‘Rußland als Vielvölkerreich’, ‘Die Kosaken’ and the entangled history 
‘Ungleiche Brüder. Russen und Ukrainer’ by Andreas Kappeler (No. 88, 92, 93), and ‘Pilger, 
Popen und Propheten. Eine Religionsgeschichte Osteuropas’ by Christoph Schmidt (No. 170). 
Eckhard Hübner follows the contacts between Russia and Schleswig-Holstein through the 
Middle Ages until the middle of the 19th century (No. 78).  
 
Eleven dissertations (No. 14, 37, 123, 135, 139, 146, 160, 161, 164, 182, 240), among them 
five by women, and three ‘Habilitationen’ (No. 15, 73, 145), among them one by a woman, at 
least partly refer to the history of Muscovy. – The list of monographs includes also source 
editions and source translations: the voluminous collection of translated documents from 
Russian law history by Günter Baranowski (No. 16, 17), the reedition and translation of the 
Domostroi in German by Gerhard Birkfellner (No. 21), and finally the synoptic edition of 
Herberstein’s Commentarii in Latin and German under the guidance of Frank Kämpfer 
(No. 79). 
 
The two reference works from the period are in fact reeditions, the one ‘Die russischen Zaren’ 
by Hans-Joachim Torke, originally from 1995 (No. 228), the other ‘Altrussisches Kulturle-
xikon’ by Erich Donnert, originally from 1985, now revised by Edgar Hösch (No. 36). We may 
wonder if in our time of easy access to mostly reliable short information via online resources 




The number of contributions by one author or editor varies widely2: 






Number of contributions 
within the whole group 
1 48 13 48 
2–5 36 12 115 
6–9 7 3 49 
More than 10 (13; 14; 27) 3 1 54 
Total 94 29 266 
 
So, more than half of the researchers registered in the bibliography, 48 out of 94, are represented 
by just one unit. Twenty-five out of them contributed to conference volumes or to Festschrifts 
by chapters in which they wrote about a link between an aspect of the history of Muscovy on 
the one hand and their main field of research. This is especially obvious in case of the volume 
‘Bayern und Russland’ from 2012, edited by Alois Schmid (No. 166). But also 14 out of the 48 
authors or co-authors of monographs which partly or even completely refer to the history of 
Muscovy do not appear a second time in the bibliography.  
 
So, as is obvious, a simple quantification without taking into account the type of publication 
would create a distorted impression. But still, we are allowed to conclude that the number of 
researchers who at least partly concentrate on the history of Muscovy is not very large.  
 
Just ten colleagues are authors or editors (or co-authors or -editors) of 103 out of 266 (38.7 %) 
entries in the bibliography (six: Christoph Augustinowycz, Claudia Garnier, Gabriele 
Scheidegger; seven: Carsten Goehrke, Andreas Kappeler, eight: Aleksandr Lavrov, nine: Iskra 
Schwarcz). And three colleagues (Christoph Witzenrath; Claudia Soldat; Ludwig Steindorff) 
have made a total of even 54 contributions (20.3 %).   
 
The average of publications for whole period from 2000 to 20203 is 11.8 per year (248 during 
the period). Notwithstanding certain peak years – mostly due to the publication of a collective 
monograph with many relevant contributions – there is an obvious downward tendency in the 
quantity of publication activities.  
 
 
2 In the fifteen cases of co-authorship or co-editorship the bibliographic units were counted twice! 




I shall illustrate this tendency also by presenting the figures for the decades 2001–2010 and 
2011–2020 separately, first including all types of publication, then summed up articles and book 
chapters (i. e. units of similar numbers of pages), finally monographs.  
 
 All bibliographical 
units 
 Articles, book 
chapters 













2001–2010 135 56.25 % 98 56.0 %  27 61,4 % 
2011–2020 105 43.75 % 77 44.0 % 17 38,6 % 
2001-2020 Total 240 100.00 % 175 100.0 % 44 100.0 % 
Decline from the 1st to the 








Only concerning the negligible number of two reference works there is no change, one from 
each decade. In the first decade eight collective monographs appeared, in the second one ten. 
But notwithstanding these two deviations, the tendency of a certain decline, as visible in the 
table, is quite visible. All dissertations except for two (No. 123, 135) and all ‘Habilitationen’ 
are from the first decade! But to be frank, the tendency is less explicit than I had surmised 
before starting the composition of the bibliography.  
 
There are numerous reasons which are more or less responsible for this decline and which 
influence and reinforce each other. The social and public interest in pre-modern history as factor 
of self-identification is declining in general. The large majority of students generally prefers a 












pre-modern periods got more difficult also due to the less likely acquisition of corresponding 
pre-qualifications, gained at school or during the phase as undergraduates, among them the 
knowledge of old languages including Latin, Greek or Church Slavonic and the traditional 
catalogue of auxiliary sciences. The history of Eastern Europe including Russia is less than ever 
present in the school curricula. Normally, very few key words about Muscovy are generally 
present, in the first place stands certainly Tsar Ivan the Terrible. More than before university 
teachers in East European history are expected by society, by the financing authorities and by 
the academic structures to concentrate on contemporary history. So hardly anybody risks a 
specialization on fields exclusively from pre-modern East European history.4  
 
Under the impression of the actual dynamics in the countries of Eastern Europe specialists in 
older periods have increasingly turned also to topics from modern history during their academic 
career. For sure, the premature death of Hans-Joachim Torke in 2000 and the cancellation of 
his chair were hard blows for the future of studies on the history of Muscovy in Germany. Fewer 
students and young scholars know Russian now. Since the dissolution of the Soviet Union, 
within the sub-discipline of East European history a clearer distinction between studies on 
Russia and Ukraine has taken place.  
 
Main directions of research 
How to present the directions in research? Any definition of keywords and any grouping by 
topics is to a certain degree arbitrary, and many bibliographical units fit with more than one 
topic or keyword. For this reason, I preferred to present the bibliography in a strictly 
alphabetical order by names and then by years. And at the end of the bibliography the reader 
will find indexes of names, places and terms, composed on the basis of all bibliographical units.  
 
Of course the aim of the following section is not to evaluate the quality of the individual 
bibliographic units or to use the opportunity to appear as arbiter in certain issues in dispute, 
especially as for the various interpretations of the person and reign of Tsar Ivan IV Groznyi. It 
is rather my concern for a general orientation to define the main groups of topics and fields of 
interest and to name the colleagues who have been most active in these fields. 
 
 
4 For illustration of the risk to concentrate on Early Modern Slavic Studies cf. the article by IEVGENIIA (ZHENYA) 
SAKAL, Yale University, „Is There Room for Early Modern Slavic Studies in the US and Canada”, NewsNet. News 
of the Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies (October 2020, v. 60, n. 5), 15-16, 
https://www.aseees.org/sites/default/files/downloads/october%202020.pdf (Accessed March 6, 2021). 
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We shall start with a topic which was very well presented in research until about 2007: The 
Rerum Moscoviticarum Commentarii by Sigismund von Herberstein. One of the impulses was 
certainly the 450th anniversary of the publication of the first Latin edition in 1999. It was 
celebrated by a conference in Münster in that year, and the conference volume from 2001 serves 
as a manual to Herberstein’s biography and oeuvre. Frank Kämpfer initiated the preparation of 
s synopsis of the Latin and the German editions from 1556 and 1557 respectively which 
appeared in 2007. Since then the topic is hardly present any more, probably not only due to the 
death of two of the protagonists in research on Herberstein, Walter Leitsch († 2010) und Frank 
Kämpfer († 2010), but also is currently exhausted for the time. Certainly, it will be rediscovered 
by a future generation of historians.  
 
In general, views from the West on Muscovy remained an attractive subject under numerous 
aspects (cf. the corresponding entry in the index of terms). Nikolas Pissis lately turned to a 
much less known view from outside, to Russia in the political imagery of the Greek cultural 
world from the time of the Rada of Pereiaslav until the death of Peter the Great. The tsar was 
glorified as universal emperor und legitimized in terms of the Byzantine imperial heritage.  
 
Two monographs are devoted to Western foreigners in Muscovy. Sabine Dumschat has 
collected and systematized exhaustive information on foreign physicians in Moscow. Lilija 
Wedel concentrates on Germans in Muscovy until the Time of troubles.  
 
Research on urban history was concentrated on Novgorod. Two central questions were 
discussed by Carsten Goehrke, Roland Leffler, and Ludwig Steindorff: Did the integration of 
Novgorod and later also of Pskov into the Muscovite state mean the end of an alternative in 
Russian history? And to what degree is the political system of Novgorod comparable to the 
urban communes on the Baltic Sea and elsewhere in Western Europe? 
 
We may summarize a large number of bibliographic units as contributions to the history of legal 
culture, among them the dissertation by Martin Aust on conflict solving within the nobility and 
the explicated source editions by Günter Baranowski († 2018). Stefan Plaggenborg, whose 
former publications had all referred to the late 19th and 20th century, presented a monograph in 
2018 about the meaning of pravda in crucial sources from the Kievan era until the end of the 
17th century.  Soon afterwards he edited a conference volume on concepts of justice and just 
law in Muscovy and other Early Modern states under comparative aspects. Also the studies by 
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Angela Rustemeyer on loyalty, lèse majesté and denunciation can be envisioned as 
contributions to this field of research. 
 
The person of Tsar Ivan IV was in the center of numerous publications, especially by Cornelia 
Soldat. She questioned the authenticity of the testament of the Tsar from 1574. Demonstrating 
how much Western pamphlets and reports about the cruelty of the tsar and his surrounding staff 
rely upon literary patterns, she wonders if the usually accepted conclusions about a special 
degree of violence in Muscovy at that time are justified at all. David Khunchukashvili regards 
the oprichnina as the planned and ultimately failed establishment of an upside-down world. As 
Ludwig Steindorff argues, the behavior of Ivan IV Groznyi as extremely active donor is a key 
to his personality in the later years of his rule. The Tsar secured liturgical commemoration of 
the victims of his own persecutions – is there any analogy in history?! – on the basis of 
abnormally huge donations.  
 
Slavery and the redemption of prisoners are topics of the research by Christoph Witzenrath and 
Aleksandr Lavrov. Heinz-Dietrich Löwe, Malte Griesse and Gleb Kazakov focused on forms 
of resistance, uprisings and peasant wars.   
 
Numerous studies concentrate upon foreign relations of Muscovy: Relations between Muscovy 
and the German Order (Maike Sach); delegations from Moscow to the German Diet (Helmut 
Neuhaus); delegations from Lübeck to Moscow (Ortwin Pelc; Iwan A. Iwanov). Iskra Schwarz, 
partly in cooperation with Russian and Austrian colleagues, devoted intensive archival research 
to the era of the Nordic Wars after the middle of the 17th century.  
 
Relying on contemporary research on symbolic communication in the medieval West, Claudia 
Garnier presented studies on rituals and ways of securing of honor at the court of Moscow 
during the visits of foreign official guests. Also other colleagues have occasionally turned to 
forms of symbolic communication: Inge Auerbach, Ruth Schilling, Gabriele Scheidegger, and 
Iskra Schwarz. 
 
Three monographs may be attributed to research on cultural memory: Martin Aust about 
Russian, Ukrainian, and Polish views upon the Rada of Pereiaslav in 1654 and its larger context; 
Benjamin Schenk about the changes in the image of Aleksandr Nevskii from a warrior saint to 




The separate ways of the Eastern Slavs in Muscovy and within Poland-Lithuania as one of the 
settings for the formation of the Russian and Ukrainian nations are present as background in 
many of the units. They are a main question in the monograph by Andreas Kappeler Ungleiche 
Brüder. Russen und Ukrainer. Andrej Doronin from the German Historical Institute at Moscow 
organized a project ‘The Eastern Slavs in search for new supra-regional identities (from the end 
of the 15th until the middle of the 18th century) within the context of the modern nation forming’, 
which resulted in four conference volumes in Russian so far. Beside colleagues from Russia, 
Ukraine, Belarus’, Lithuania and Poland, also Ludwig Steindorff participated in the project and 
contributed two book chapters in Russian, one about Western points of view at that time and 
two about the redactions of the Kievan ‘Sinopsis’ from 1674 and 1681 and their role in historical 
memory.   
 
Religious culture and church history were one of the most productive fields during the two 
decades: Wolfram von Scheliha devoted his research to the path of the church of Moscow to 
autocephaly and to the consolidation of the patriarchate. Julia Prinz-Aus der Wiesche analyzed 
the position of the church in the city of Pskov. Angelika Schmähling researched the specifics 
of female monasteries in Muscovy. Christian Münch analyzed the meanings and functions of 
iurodstvo, ‘holy foolery’, in Early Modern and Modern Russia. 
 
Other publications refer for instance to the Zealots of Piety (Aleksandr Lavrov), to the Old 
Believers (Gabriele Scheidegger, Peter Hauptmann, Aleksandr Lavrov) or to hagiography 
(Reinhard Frötschner, Benjamin Schenk). Christoph Schmidt in his history of icons in Russia 
of course takes into account also Muscovite artists. Liliya Berezhnaya compared last judgement 
icons in Muscovy on the one hand and in Ruthenia on the other. Marianne Stößl edited a 
collective volume on the North Russian tradition of wood carved icons. 
 
Ludwig Steindorff continued his research on the role of Muscovite monasteries as centers of 
liturgical commemoration, following the premise that the religious and social role of 
monasteries in Muscovy has much in common with their role in Western Europe in the High 
Middle Ages. He used the rich sources on donating and the liturgical gifts in return for studies 
on various questions: administrative techniques, social disciplining, family relations, gender 
rates, food culture, or a comparison of the attractiveness of certain monasteries as receivers of 
donations and places of commemoration and burial. The behavior of donors and the role of 
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commemoration in Muscovy very much recall the practice in other cultures.5  
 
Food culture is thematized under various aspects: As mentioned, Gerhard Birkfellner reedited 
the Domostroi. Augustynowicz, Müller, and Steindorff analyze it as part of court life 
respectively of monastic culture and an aspect of social disciplining. And Julia Herzberg has 
lately presented an article which serves for announcement of a larger project on forms of fasting 
in Muscovy and in other cultures.6   
 
Present and future 
The multiplicity of interests within historiography on Muscovy in Germany, Austria and 
Switzerland is as obvious as within the historiographies in other countries, which were 
presented by articles in Russian Studies.hu. But this does not mean that researchers are living 
on isolated islands of their special field of interest. While working on their projects and writing 
texts, they just have their implicit presumed readers and discussants less within the German 
speaking historiographic discourse on Muscovy, but they address to readers from discourse 
groups in other countries, most of all in Russia and the USA, and for this reason they prefer to 
publish not only in German, but also in Russian and in English, rarely also in other languages.  
 
Furthermore, they have such presumed readers among specialists in Medieval and Early 
Modern history of Western Europe while looking for the presence of genetic and structural 
parallels between the historical phenomena in Muscovy and the Western neighbors and while 
dealing with relations between Muscovy and the West. Of course also specialists in other 
disciplines, for instance in history of arts, in Byzantine studies, or theology may be relevant 
presumed readers and discussants.  
 
Conferences of various size and form serve as opportunities to meet these implicit readers 
personally and to enlarge the circle of them. Finally, longer stays of Russian specialists in the 
history of Muscovy on the basis for instance of a grant by the Humboldt foundation or by the 
DAAD, the ‘German Academic Exchange Service’, always prove to be of special value for 
discussing topics of common interest.  
 
5 Kyrill Kobsar (Kiel) will soon finish his dissertation about “The practice of commemoration of the dead among 
the Orthodox in Poland-Lithuania”. As he will demonstrate on the basis of rich archival materials, despite many 
structural elements in common, the practice differs clearly from Muscovy.  
6 For the project cf. www.gose.geschichte.uni-muenchen.de/forschung/forsch_projekte/vigilanz_und-




It would be easily possible to demonstrate the transnational entanglement of the historiographic 
discourse on Muscovy just by looking at the large network which is created and permanently 
renewed by common participation in conferences and any collective publications. So, authors 
of many publications in this bibliography are present also in the other overviews in 
RussianStudies.hu. And equally the entanglement with other fields of historical research is 
obvious just by the look at conference volumes.  
I have stated earlier the evident decline of studies on the history of Muscovy from the first to 
the second decade after 2000 and listed a number of factors which have caused this tendency. 
But looking at the size of the bibliography as whole, at the main directions of research and at 
the richness or relevant keywords in the index, we should also appreciate the productivity and 
the results during this period from 2000 until now. Looking from the position of the non-
specialist, the history of Muscovy may appear to be quite exotic and inaccessible, but the more 
we get acquainted with it by the means of historiographical research, the more it is as exciting 
and as challenging as periods and regions which seem to be closer to our world.  
 
The establishment of a new professorship ‘for the history of East Central Europe / Russia in the 
Pre-Modern Eras’, as it is called, may serve as an institutional guarantor of a further presence 
of research on the history of Muscovy in Germany. Here Julia Herzberg, whose earlier research 
was concentrated on the 19th and 20th century, has initiated the above-mentioned project on 
fasting: ‘Vigilanz und Verzicht. Konflikte um das Fasten im Russland und Polen-Litauen der 
Vormoderne’. An online workshop on Eschatology in Eastern and Western Europe, organized 
by her in March 2021, included also presentations which referred to Muscovy.7  Together with 
her colleague Andreas Renner she is preparing the creation of a Research Network ‘Pre-modern 
Russia between Eastern Europe and Asia’.8  
 
So let us be optimistic that also in future scholars from Germany, Austria and Switzerland will 
participate in the transnational discourse on the history of Muscovy and that the period and the 
territories of Muscovy will be included in research on as many topics and questions as possible. 
There is much to be done!   
  
 
7 Also the workshop organized by her in March 2021 on Eschatology in Eastern and Western Europe took Muscovy 
into account, cf. https://www.gose.geschichte.uni-muenchen.de/aktuelles/workshop_eschatology/index.html. 
8 Cf. the call from 19 February 2019: https://www.hsozkult.de/event/id/event-91724 (25.02.2021) - Due to the 
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